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description of the sacrificial priest: so soon as the ritual
began to be fixed, the functions which were before
united in a single person, \vho both prayed to the gods
and sacrificed to them, became separated, and a priest-
hood interposed itself between man and God." *

" In many places of the liturgical and legal books, the
promise of every blessing is attached to the maintenance
of a priest by the king. Inasmuch as he supports and
honours the priest, the latter ensures to him the favour
of the gods. So it was that the caste of the Brahmans
arose and attained to power and consideration: first,
they were the domestic priests of the kings ; then the
dignity became hereditary in certain families ; finally a
union, occasioned by similarity of interests of these
families in one larger community, was effected ; and all
this in reciprocal action with the progress made in other
respects by theological doctrine and religious worship.
Still the extension of the power which fell into the
hands of this priestly caste would not be perfectly com-
prehensible from this explanation alone. The relation
of spiritual superiority in which the priests came to
stand to the kings was aided by other historical move-
ments. When at a period more recent than the majority
of the hymns of the Rig Veda, as the Vedic people,
driven by some political shock, advanced from their
abode in the Panjab, further and further to the south,
drove the aborigines into the hills, and took possession
of the broad tract of country lying between the Ganges,
the Jumna, and the Vindhya range, the time had arrived
when the distribution of power, the relation of king and
priest, could become transformed in the most rapid and
comprehensive manner. In principalities separated in
such various ways, such a division into tribes as had
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